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Issue I
The Arts & Culture Council of Burlington [ACCOB]
is a not-for-profit arts and cultural organization dedicated to
creating a vibrant, diverse artistic and cultural community

Incorporated in 2016

EVENTS & HIGHLIGHTS

CALENDAR
September… Culture Days
Fri 09/27/19 6:30 – 9:00p.m.
Sat 09/28/19 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Art Gallery of Burlington
October…

Since we received our incorporation in 2016, we have
co-ordinated and participated in several events which we hope
have helped you as members:
•

The City of Burlington Arts and Culture Fund - Board members worked
very hard in co-ordination with the Manager of Culture, Angela
Paparizo, and her staff to design and implement the current BACF
grants, which are in the second year. ACCOB selects the jury to judge
the artistic merits of the grant applicants. Many of our members have
benefitted from these grants, and because of the large number of
applicants in the first year, City Council decided to increase the amount
available this year. You can read more about these grants. If you are
unsure about whether or not you or your group can apply, please
contact us and we will try to help you.

•

The Burlington Performing Arts Center’s Festival of Trees - ACCOB
worked together with the Burlington Performing Arts Centre to find
businesses willing to decorate trees for the lobby of BPAC during the
month of December. Trees were raffled off to members of the public
and the proceeds of the raffle were given to ACCOB to administer in

November…
December…

Please stay tuned for
info in the near future
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the form of grants to help with the rental of the Studio Theatre at BPAC. In
Artist Leah Verrall & Hayley Verrall
the first year of operation, grants of $750 were given to 3 different
Music with the tree they sponsored
presenters. After assessing the first year, ACCOB decided to increase the
at Festival of Trees 2018
amount of each grant to $1700, and once again, we have awarded three
grants to presenters. Please keep in mind that any ACCOB member may apply for these grants. You do not have
to be a performer. You could be an artist presenting a show or a multi-media presentation or a cultural group
holding a workshop. You can read more about the festival of trees.

• Culture Days – Last September, with the help of the City of Burlington, ACCOB presented a Culture Days
kick-off at the Art Gallery of Burlington. We presented many different artistic and cultural performances that
evening and were able to provide a small amount of compensation to the ACCOB members who participated in
the event. This year, we
want to plan an even
bigger and better event
than 2018, taking place
on both the Friday
evening and the
Saturday of the last weekend of September. The theme for Culture Days
this year is Health and Well-being. Your Board members have many ideas
The Poacher Ukulele Band
for this weekend and welcome all input from our members to help us
make this a highlight for the City of Burlington. Please contact Andrea Battista at andrea.battista50@gmail.com
with your ideas for how you or your group can participate. Once again, we are very grateful to Angela Paparizo
at the City for providing us with funds and to Robert Steven at the Art Gallery of Burlington for providing us with
a venue to hold our event.
2|Page

The ACCOB Newsletter Cont’d
Photos on this page will give you a feel for the 2018 Culture Days Kick Off at the Art Gallery of Burlington
We look forward to hearing from you - Your Ideas and Participation Are Welcomed!

Join us in September 2019 & be a part of the Culture Days Event
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•

Tomson Highway Fundraiser - In November of 2017, ACCOB held its first fundraiser. In co-operation with
the City of Burlington and the Burlington Public Library, we presented an evening with Tomson Highway,
renowned Indigenous Canadian novelist, playwright and musician. Tomson gave us a very entertaining
look at his life as an artist and gave us much to take away, in particular the value of the arts to keep one
healthy and the importance of hard work and discipline in our artistic lives. This fundraiser raised over
$2,000 and help keep us afloat. ACCOB wants to hold many more fundraising events to bring the artistic
and cultural communities together. It will be important to have member support, so please watch our
website and Facebook page for news about upcoming events.

November 2017 Fundraiser

Over $2000
Raised!

Thank you for
the support!

•

•

OPPORTUNITIES & COLLABORATIONS

Grants - You may wonder what we do at Board meetings and what we are working on. Your Board
members are all volunteers who are committed to helping our new organization grow. The only funding
we get, aside from the help to administer grants, is from membership fees and donations. We are
currently working on a strategic plan for the next 5 years so that we can apply for grants. Ideally, we need
a qualified staff person to help run the organization. Then, we can hold more workshops for members,
maintain a library of support services and offer other services to the community. It is increasingly hard to
get grants, so we rely on you to tell friends in the arts and culture community about ACCOB. A small $25
personal membership or $50 group membership can really help meet the costs of running a website or
holding a workshop. The more members we have, the more our voice in the community will be heard.
Publish your arts and culture events - Burlington has a new City Council. Your ACCOB Board members
have been meeting with each councillor and the mayor individually to make sure that they are aware of
what the organization represents and what we have done so far in the City. Some of the new councillors
were not aware of ACCOB at all, and we have had several productive meetings as a result. One thing that
they have all agreed to do for us and you, our members, is to publish arts and culture events in the
newsletters sent out in their ridings. To that end, if you have an event that you would like the councillors
to know about, please contact board member Diana Zimmer at info@artscultureburlington.ca and she will
co-ordinate these submissions. Please keep the information brief.
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•

Website - With the help of a former board member, ACCOB has updated and improved its website. Please
continue to check www.artscultureburlington.ca for information about ACCOB, its board members and
member events that are happening in Burlington.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
ACCOB needs you to be an active and vibrant member. We want to be a catalyst so that you can meet each other
and collaborate on exciting artistic and cultural events. We need your ideas and your enthusiasm. Working
together, we can achieve much more than when we work alone. We want this newsletter to be the start of a
healthy dialogue with members. Please submit any articles that you may have about your organization or your
work so that members can get to know each other and support each other.
ACCOB's Annual General Meeting was held on February 11, 2019 at the Art Gallery of Burlington at which many
attended to find out what ACCOB has achieved to date and how they can get involved. There are many benefits
to becoming a member one of which is inclusion on ACCOB's Member Directory. ACCOB also urges you to get
in touch about volunteering.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to our members … the Burlington Footnotes for receiving the Burlington
Performing Arts Center’s Artist of the Year award
Hayley Verrall
for receiving the
Burlington’s Best
2018 Arts Person
of the Year
Award

Ancilla Ho-Young
nominated by the
Halton Regional
Police for a
Community Leader
Award given out by
the Association of
Black Law
Enforcement (ABLE)
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Do you have interesting and relevant
articles? Concerns?
Volunteers,
Questions & Suggestions!
Contact us

Can we showcase your ART WORKS in our website or the next Newsletter?
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